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they were strangely mistaken; it was but the beginning" care of the of a movement of which even to-day we cannot see the JOUUS" end. It -was discovered that yon cannot teach empty stomachs and wet feet; food and boots were provided, not by'wild Socialism, "but by common sense. If education is compulsory, it must be real and worth having; and Sir John Gorst, with many others, has passed quite logically from Toryism to a sincere belief in the widest duties of Government. Free medical inspection would seem to follow as a matter of course ; a recruit is disqualified for defective teeth.; and intelligence is not to be expected from the anoeniic or deformed. If all this enterprise was accompanied with a certain lessening ol: freedom, a certain increase in coercion and officialdom, it was only to be expected. For the older Liberal we fear the future shocks will be still more serious. There must be more encroachment, they will protest, on the once saered rights of the individual to lead his own life, and find (or iniss) his own happiness.
Will State-interest in children stop here? Surely No assign-not ; at either end of school-life attention must be more to^ and more intensified. Why should I speak of labour-exchanges and bureaux, of schemes of insurance, of workers' pensions, or all the hundred and one suggested remedies of unemployment and distress? They are familiar to all; and no party is without some share in this policy, without a panacea of its own. Such schemes are by turns the support and mainstay, or the thwarting and restraint of personal (even of class) freedom. Organizing, it is said, kills natural development, and takes away those obstacles which are the most valuable conditions of any genuine success in life. From a narrow circle we hear the disparaging words 'spoon-fed/ 1 grand-motherly,5 * patriarchal,' ' new feudalism.' Yet turn these critics of the front Opposition Bench into ministers; they will be found vying with the rivals